interior and silch that said second surface faces the socket wall, said base including a 
channel extending therethrough providing fluid communication between said first surface 
and said second surface; 

a first attachment mechanism, carried on said base, adapted to releasably attach 
an upright assemblyVo the distal end of the socket when said base is fitted within the 
socket interior at the aistal end of the socket; 

a valve coupledVo said base for controlling the flow of air through said channel. 

68. The valve assembly of claim 67, wherein said valve assembly further comprises a 
seal extending from said base, adapted to provide an air-tight seal between said base and the 
socket wall when said base is fitted within the socket interior at the distal end of the socket. 

69. The valve assembly of claim 68, further comprising: 
a cushion carrier on said case, having a proximate end and a distal end, said 

proximate end being adapted to abut a wearer's residual limb. 

70. The valve assembly of claimV>9, wherein said cushion is formed from an 
elastomeric material and said cushion included said seal. 

71. The valve assembly of claim 67, wherein said base includes a second attachment 
mechanism adapted to releasably attach said base within the socket interior. 

72. The valve assembly of claim 71, wheWn said first and said second attachment 
mechanisms include a screw- or bolt-receiving hole expending into said base. 

73. The valve assembly of claim 67, wherein said valve includes an open/close port, 
said open/close port allowing transfer of air through said valye when said open/close port is 
open. 

74. The valve assembly of claim 67, wherein said firs\attachment mechanism 
includes a screw- or bolt-receiving hole extending into said base. 




75. The Valve assembly of claim 74, wherein said screw- or bolt-receiving hole is 
threaded. 

76. A vah^e assembly for use with a prosthetic limb having a prosthetic limb socket 
shaped for receiving a natient's residual limb, the socket having a socket wall, a socket interior, 
a proximal opening, and a distal end, the valve assembly comprising: 

a base including a flexible exterior, a chamber therewithin, and at least one 
channel extending into said chamber, said channel being adapted to provide fluid 
communication between said chamber and the interior of the socket when said base is 
fitted within the socket interior at the distal end of the socket; 

a duct engaged wirh said base and in fluid communication with said chamber; and 
a valve coupled to said duct for controlling the flow of the air therethrough; 
whereby said base is adapted to be inserted through the proximal opening and 
fitted within the said socket interior at the distal end of the socket, and said flexible 
exterior is adapted to abut the socket wall so as to provide an airtight seal between said 
base and the socket wall when the ba§e is fitted within the socket interior at the distal end 
of the socket. 

77. The valve assembly of claim 76, Anther comprising an attachment mechanism 
carried on a distal end of said base, said attachmen\mechanism being adapted to secure said 
base within the distal end of a socket and to attach ar^ipright assembly to the distal end of the 
socket. 

78. The valve assembly of claim 77, wherein s&d attachment mechanism includes a 
screw- or bolt-receiving hole extending into a distal surface o^said base. 

79. A prosthetic limb, comprising: 
a prosthetic limb socket shaped for receiving a patiekt's residual limb, said socket 
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having a socket wall, -a socket interior, a proximal opening, and a distal end; 
an upright assembly; 

a base fitted within said socket interior at said distal end of said socket, said base 
including a channel extending into said base and opening onto said socket interior; 

an attachment mechanism, carried on said base, releasably attaching said upright 
assembly to said distal endW the socket; and 

a valve coupled to skid base for controlling the flow of air through said channel. 

80. The prosthetic limb oVklaim 79, further comprising a substantially annular 
projection extending from said base a^d providing an air-tight seal between said base and said 
socket wall. 

81. A prosthetic limb, comprising: 
a prosthetic limb socket shaped for receiving a patient's residual limb, said socket 

having a socket wall, a sock interior, a proximal opening, and a distal end; 
an upright assembly; 
a base-plate'fitted within said socket ^interior at said distal end of said socketfsaid 
basemcluding a channel extending into said bal^e and opening onto said socket interior; 
a valve coupled to said base for controlling the flow of air through said channel; 

and 

a bolt extending from said upright assembly, though said socket wall and into 
said base-plate; 

whereby said base-plate facilitates the passage of airSfrom said socket interior and 
also facilitates the coupling of the upright assembly to the socket. 

82. The prosthetic limb of claim 81, further comprising an airtight seal between said 
base-plate and said socket wall. 
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